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Context 

Causeway Comprehensive School (C.C.S.) is a co-educational Post Primary 

School. It is governed by Kerry Education and Training Board (KETB) who 

work in partnership with the Presentation Order. We have a broad section of 

students from a large catchment area, our current enrolment is 565 students. 

We provide a well-balanced educational programme which caters for a range 

of abilities and interests. Our school offers a variety of programmes 

including the J.C.S.P., Access and DARE programmes, Pathfinders, 

L.C.V.P. and Transition Year. We also partake in L.I.N.K. School 

Completion Programme. We are a D.E.I.S. school. We work in partnership 

with parents to enable our young people develop into mature individuals 

capable of living fulfilling lives and making a worthwhile contribution to 

society. In Causeway Comprehensive School we seek to develop an 

atmosphere of mutual respect, trust and courtesy. We promote a healthy 

work ethic and respect for each other so that all students are supported and 

encouraged to reach their full potential in an inclusive and welcoming 

environment. 

 

Mission Statement   

Our School welcomes each student into a friendly, caring and supportive 

community, where we recognise that each young person is unique and has 

different talents and different needs. In partnership with parents we promote 

a Christian ethos and nurture a positive self-image in students. This 

enhances their self-confidence and allows them to realise their full potential. 

 

We provide a well balanced, educational programme so that all our students 

can develop skills and attitudes that will allow them to grow  into mature, 

responsible well-rounded individuals capable of living fulfilling lives and 

making a worthwhile contribution to society.Our Learning Support 

Programme is a tangible sign of our commitment to be an inclusive learning 
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community. It is based directly on the needs of our students and therefore, 

must be reviewed regularly to meet needs that may change. 

Supporting School 

Causeway Comprehensive is a school that seeks to promote healthy 

lifestyles for all, in a safe, supportive, non-threatening environment.  

Through its policies, procedures, activities, initiatives and structures the 

school aims to create an environment in which: 

 Students and staff feel valued 

 Self- esteem is fostered 

 There is respect, tolerance and fairness 

 Students and/or staff in difficulty are supported 

 There is open and honest communication  

 Effort is recognised 

 Difference and diversity are valued 

 Conflict is handled constructively 

 Social, moral and civic values are promoted 

 Initiative and creativity are stressed 

These aims are implemented in the daily transactions between management, 

staff, students and the wider school community.  The process is further 

enhanced by the JCSP programme. 

 

DEIS 

Educational disadvantage refers to the situation where some individuals 

derive less benefit from the education system than their peers. Educational  

disadvantage is demonstrated in many ways, most often in poor levels of 

participation and achievement in the formal education system. Delivering 
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Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) and other initiatives provide 

supports to address educational disadvantage.  The English translation of 

DEIS means ‘opportunity’.  This programme allows the school to offer a 

holistic support to our students. This is achieved by coordinating, at  Deis  

meetings, the activities of other programmes such as the Junior Certificate 

School Programme (JCSP), the School Completion Programme (SCP), 

Special Education Needs (SEN), Guidance Counselling, Leaving Certificate 

Vocational Programme (LCVP), Leaving Cert Applied (LCA), Junior 

Certificate Wellbeing Programme (JCTPE),  Home School Community 

Liaison Scheme (HSCL) and individual subject areas. 

 

Causeway Comprehensive recognises the need to enhance teaching and 

learning with the whole school approach, incorporating cross-curricular and 

co-curricular innovations is fundamental to this objective. 

Causeway Comprehensive endeavours to provide quality education for all its 

students in a caring, disciplined and respectful environment. 

 

JCSP 

The Junior Certificate School Programme (JCSP) is designed so students can 

benefit from their time in school and enjoy the experience, while making 

progress and being successful.  Its aim to make the experience of school 

relevant and accessible to our young people, who find it difficult to cope 

with the school system and who would benefit from support in working 

towards the aim of success in the Junior Certificate. The programme is an 

intervention for potential early school leavers. It is based on the concept that 

all young people are capable of achieving success in school and that they can 

have a positive experience in education.  
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The programme is a way of working within the Junior Certificate, which is 

structured to help students who have had a difficult experience in school. 

The JCSP programme provides students with an opportunity for success in 

school and rewards that success with an official record of their 

achievements, validated by the Department of Education and Skills. 

 

 

 

 

Aims 

The JCSP Programme aims to: 

 Analyse students’ strengths and weaknesses and take note of any 

specific recurring difficulties 

 Plan programmes of work that build on students’ abilities and address 

the main obstacles which hinder their progress 

 Engage in dialogue with young people and their parents regarding 

their needs and their progress in school 

Students who may be at risk will be identified at an early stage.  The 

following indicators will be used to identify students at risk: 

 Poor attendance or truancy 

 Serious difficulties in the primary school 

 Difficulty with some of the basic skills and knowledge such as 

reading, writing and numeracy 

 Signs of being alienated or disaffected and non co-operative 

behaviour such as disrupting class or withdrawal from school life 
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 Difficulty in getting along with their peers especially in the case of 

those who show signs of poor self esteem 

 Low academic performance and repeated experiences of failure in 

learning in primary school 

 Disruptive behaviour in the primary school 

 Poor results in assessment tests 

 Lack of confidence and low self-esteem 

 

 

 

The JCSP curriculum involves 

 Cross-curricular work which helps to locate discrete skills and 

knowledge in a meaningful context, which reinforces learning across 

subject boundaries and which promotes team work. 

 Basic skills development relevant to many areas of the curriculum and 

which are important for managing daily life, both inside and outside 

school.  These include, but are not confined to, literacy and numeracy. 

 Personal and social development which enhances self-esteem and the 

ability to relate well to other people.   

 

 

JCSP Objectives 

The objectives of the programme are: 

 To emphasise skills, knowledge and concepts selected from Junior 

Certificate subject syllabuses 
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 To highlight the aptitudes and abilities of the young people involved 

in the programme 

 To apply key skills, knowledge and concepts which are essential for 

students’ progress in all areas of the curriculum and which are not 

always explicitly stated in Junior Certificate subject syllabuses. 

 To promote literacy and numeracy skills 

 To promote personal and social development, addressing issues such 

as life skills, relationships, self-esteem and substance abuse. 

 

Selection of JCSP Students 

The entire cohort of SEN students are involved in the JCSP programme. 

They are selected by:  

 Deputy Principal 

 JCSP co-ordinator 

 HSCL coordinator 

 SEN team 

.   

 

JCSP Core Team 

The JCSP Core Team includes: 

 Principal 

SEN team 

 

Organisation of JCSP in the school 

Causeway Comprehensive is a DEIS school.  The main catchment area of 

the school covers a wide hinterland which encorporates four small villages.  
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The socio-economic background of many of these students poses a  

challenge for attendance, successful examination results and retention. 

Students coming from these areas are identified as needing extra supports in 

relation to education. Many of these students, therefore, are identified as 

JCSP students. Students who are withdrawn from Irish and/or French and 

are availing of extra teaching supports, are identified as our JCSP cohort. 

JCSP students are also spread throughout several class groups where the 

teachers so recognise them and fulfill the goals of the jcsp statements. 

 

Parental Involvement  

Parental involvement is encouraged and welcomed in JCSP.  The following 

strategies are used to nurture and support regular contact with parents: 

 Parent teacher meetings 

 Induction for parents 

          Parenting Courses 

 Use of the student’s journal for communication 

 Project maths classes for parents 

 Letters and phone calls to parents 

 Parents are invited to become actively involved in their children’s 

education by working with the school in encouraging good 

attendance, punctuality and homework and by praising progress made. 

 

Curriculum Provision 

The JCSP programme is run in conjunction with English, Maths, 

Geography, Art, Wellbeing, and Music taught from first to third year.  All 

teachers are encouraged and supported to participate.  There is a close 
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collaboration with the Learning Support Team, The Guidance Team, The 

Wellbeing Team, and the Student Support Team (SST) which ensures 

awareness among staff of the strengths and challenges of all students. 

  Reading tests are carried out at the beginning and end of each academic 

year and the results made available to teachers.  There is a strong 

commitment to cross-curricular approaches in the school with subject 

departments working closely together to support the students. Initiatives are 

often cross curricular projects, involving a number of different subject areas 

and teachers.   

 

Tracking Progress of JCSP Students 

Teachers are encouraged to give students a copy of the statements that they 

are working on.  These are kept in school and reviewed regularly in class so 

that the students can keep track of their own progress. 

 

Profile Meetings 

A profile meeting is a meeting of the JCSP teaching team. It is organised by 

the co-ordinator with the objective of updating the learning and performance 

records for a particular group of students. During the school year, a number 

of profiling meetings are held (usually around December, February and 

April). At these meetings, teachers discuss the progress of each student to 

date and recommend which students have completed sufficient work to be 

awarded specific statements. A minimum of a double period (80 minutes or 

the equivalent), is required to discuss student progress. 

The objective of profile meetings is to update the learning and student record 

cards for a particular group of students. At these meetings, teachers discuss 
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the progress of each student to date and recommend which students have 

completed sufficient work to be awarded specific statements. 

 

Student Profile - Awarding Statements 

A student profile is a positive and individualised record of statements that a 

student is currently working on or has achieved over a period of time. This 

profile is compiled throughout Junior Cycle.  Final profiling occurs at the 

end of 3rd year, just before the Junior Certificate examination takes place. 

Its purpose is to record the progress made by individual students who are 

about to sit the Junior Certificate Examination. The team of teachers agree 

on the total list of statements to be awarded to each student 

 A student is awarded a statement when he or she has completed at 

least 80% of the learning targets and has displayed competence in the 

following four areas: 

 Frequency – almost always carries out the given task (on 80% + of 

occasions) 

 Accuracy – accurate enough for a given purpose 

 Independence – can carry out the task almost totally independent 

 Sustainability – retains the knowledge or skill for about a month 

 

Assessment 

The following assessment modes are used to assess the successful attainment 

of specific learning targets 

 Oral assessment 

 Class work 

 Continuous assessment 
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 Homework 

 Recall and retention of material 

 Completion of assignments 

 Project work 

 End of topic tests 

 Oral revision activities 

 Group discussions 

 Standardised attainment tests 

 Students self assessment 

 Peer assessment 

 Teacher observation 

 

Teaching Team 

All teachers of First, Second and Third year students are encouraged to 

participate in the JCSP programme. Subject Statements and Cross Curricular 

Statements are given to all teachers.  

The JCSP coordinator informs new teachers of the JCSP programme and the 

co-ordinator assists new teachers in implementing the programme. 

 

Induction of New Teachers 

An in school induction system is in operation in the school.  The JCSP co-

ordinator identifies and trains new teachers. Occasionally the JCSP Regional 

Coordinator will be invited to speak to all teachers. All new teachers are 

encouraged to attend specific in-service training offered by the JCSP team. 
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Student Folders  

Student folders are used to record the progress of each individual student.  

The Student’s Folder serves many important functions and purposes: 

 It contains samples of the student’s best work 

 It provides evidence of the student’s progress in learning 

 It contains a list of the learning targets and statements that have been 

achieved and completed by the student  

 It contains the set of statements and learning targets that are currently 

being studied and worked on  

 It enables the student to be aware of the remaining work that must be 

completed in order to reach the next target  

 It contains samples of certificates and postcards issued to the students 

Initiatives 

Initiatives provide Causeway Causeway with funding to acquire additional 

resources so as to enhance the teaching and learning environment of the 

students. Initiatives also enable teachers to develop and explore new 

strategies, methodologies and interventions to support student learning.  

Initiatives are chosen by the core team which ensures that they are run 

correctly by enthusiastic teachers in the programme. The school has applied 

for the following initiates for 2016-17: 

 General Numeracy  

 Field Trip 

 Study Skills/Guidance 

 Reading Challenge 



13 

 

 Music in the Classroom 

 Hand held Gaming Devices 

Celebration Events 

Celebration events are important occasions in the JCSP calendar and may 

occur throughout the school year but most are held in either December 

(Christmas celebration) or in May (summer celebration).  A celebration 

event provides the school with an ideal opportunity to enhance and increase 

the motivation levels of the students and to acknowledge and reward the 

achievements and successes of the participants. 

JCSP certificates of achievement are presented at the end of each year by the 

principal and the coordinator. Photographs of the presentation, which are 

later given to the students, are highly regarded and are a great sence of pride 

and achievement for the students. 

 

Planning for Students with Special Needs 

The JCSP programme is delivered in conjunction with the SEN programme. 

The SEN students who are exempt from languages complete the JCSP   

statements.  

Students with special educational needs are identified at the beginning of 

each school year and their requirement for special facilities are met to the 

best of the schools’ current ability.  If the school is unable to meet the 

particular needs of a student the Principal makes representations to Kerry 

Education and Training Board for further assistance in meeting such needs. 

It is important that the teacher finds ways to respond to students’ diversity 

by using differentiated approaches and methodologies. 

This can be achieved by: 

 Ensuring that objectives are realistic for the students 
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 Ensuring that learning task is compatible with prior learning 

 Providing opportunities for interacting and working with other 

students in small groups 

 Spending more time on tasks 

 Organising the learning task into small stages 

 Ensuring that language used is pitched at the students’ level of 

understanding and does not hinder understanding of the activity 

 Using task analysis, outlining the steps to be learned/completed in any 

given task 

 Posing key questions to guide students through the different 

stages/processes 

 To assist in self direction and correction 

 

Planning for a Culturally Diverse Society 

Causeway Comprehensive is a non-denominational school and therefore, by 

its very nature, plans for a culturally diverse society.  The understanding, 

knowledge, attitudes, values, skills and capacities of intercultural education 

are integrated across all subjects.  Students are invited to explore how we are 

different and how we are similar, how this awareness might affect how we 

behave towards one another and how we can be respectful in our interactions 

towards one another. 

 

Use of ICT 

There are many benefits to using ICT to teach literacy. It allows the teacher 

to produce and modify resources quickly and easily. It allows access to a 
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wide range of information in different formats. The students can engage 

directly with the area of literacy they are focusing on.  

Teachers can use different drafts to assess how work is progressing and what 

input is needed. Some software is able to assess the students work and 

provide useful information. Using a large screen or overhead projector the 

teacher can focus the students’ attention on different aspects of the text.  

The number of activities and resources is vast. Teachers need to be able to 

make judgements about when and why they should use ICT. It is not always 

appropriate. It should be only used if it allows the teacher or children to do 

something they would not otherwise have been able to do, or if it improves 

the teaching or learning.  

Recent guidelines indicate that ICT should be used to support learning in 

specific subjects as well as being a subject in its own right. This has 

implications for management of time and resources.  

Using ICT allows teachers to demonstrate, explore or explain work 

effectively; it allows routine tasks to be completed and repeated quickly.  

 Capacity and Range - Teachers and pupils can gain access to a wide 

range of information; they can use CD ROMs, the Internet, they can 

contact experts outside the classroom, the school and the community, 

this also covers the wide range of ways in which ICT can be used to 

present information. 

 Interactivity - This allows children to explore areas which would 

otherwise not be available to them; they can communicate with others 
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and present information effectively in different ways and for different 

audiences. They can get responses and feedback quickly.  

 

 

With regards to Literacy this means:  

 Students can engage with text in ways not possible with paper based 

materials. 

 Students can experience the interrelated nature of different areas of 

language - speaking and listening, writing and reading.  

 Students can focus on the contents at different levels - word, sentence 

and text level.  

 The development of reading and writing can be enhanced through - 

simulations, E-mail, fax, the Internet, interactive books etc.  

 Students can make links between writer and audience - they are able 

to adapt the presentation and organisation of their writing to meet the 

needs of different audiences. They can prepare websites and 

multimedia presentations.  

 There is flexibility in that the same piece of work can be used for 

different students in different ways.  

 Teachers can respond to different stages in students’ writing, with 

some programs summative and diagnostic information can be 

provided. A saved or printed version of the work can be kept as a 

record.  
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 ICT can support and enhance the study of literary texts, for example 

by using a split screen to look at different texts or using grammar 

checks to analyse texts.  

 

Areas of literacy and a selection of activities  

The literacy strategy can be broken down in to several areas:  

 Word level  

 Phonics, spelling and word recognition  

 Vocabulary  

 Handwriting  

 Sentence Level  

 Grammatical awareness  

 Sentence construction  

 Text Level  

 Reading  

 Comprehension  

 Composition 

  

How do JCSP Initiatives inform teaching and learning? 

At the beginning of each school year a discussion on initiatives takes place 

during the weekly SEN meeting ensuring: 

 Combination of initiatives for maximum impact 

 Initiatives are strategic and targeted 
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 An impact on attendance/punctuality/homework/social 

skills/positive attitude and motivation, behaviour 

 They are linked to curricular and/or cross curricular statements 

 They are combined and integrated 

 Initiatives take place in an optimum timeframe 

 That initiatives are simultaneous or stand alone 

 Initiatives become embedded in students’minds 

 

JCSP linking with DEIS plan 

The following areas are prioritised in both the DEIS and JCSP plan 

 Retention 

 Attendance 

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Examination attainment 

 Educational progression 

 Partnership with parents 

 Partnership with other – schools, community, external agencies. 

 

 

 

Professional Development 

The JCSP in-service training programme is displayed prominently on the 

notice board in the staff room. Teachers discuss their interest in participating 

in such in-service days with the Principal of the school.   
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JCSP in-service is also provided in the school at various stages throughout 

the school year.  

 

 

 

 

Testing 

Testing will take place at the beginning and end of each year.  It is envisaged 

that all students will be pre and post tested in Reading and Maths.  Results 

will be recorded and made available to teachers.  Any potential difficulties 

will be highlighted and discussed. 

 

Review 

The programme is under constant review and the teachers are highly 

motivated to try out any new initiatives which might benefit students and 

meet the aims and objectives of the JCSP initiative. 


